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In the Curriculum 2013, English is excluded from the Elementary School Subjects, 
especially for the State Elementary Schools. The English teachers found difficulty in 
providing a textbook that covers the student needs. Fortunately, in this pandemic covid-
19, it is easier in the teaching and learning process by using electronic books or E-Book. 
This study aimed to find out the student needs to be able to develop an E-Book for 
teaching speaking skills for the fourth grade of elementary school students. This 
research’s respondents were four English elementary school teachers in Palangka Raya 
and 30 students of the fourth grade of Elementary School at SDN 11 Langkai. This 
research was done to do the first step of the design of Research and Development (R&D) 
based on ADDIE (need analysis, design, development, implementation, and evaluation) 
as proposed by Branch (2009) elaborated with local content in Palangka Raya. The 
instrument applied was a guided interview. The data obtained were analyzed and 
described qualitatively. The finding showed that there were positive responses from the 
result of the interview. Then, the findings become basic for the researcher to develop E-
Book for teaching English speaking skills. 
 





English is an international language which is very popular and has been learned 
and used by a lot of people around the world, including Indonesia. As a foreign language 
in Indonesia, English also becomes one of the subjects in the education curriculum and is 
taught formally from elementary school up to the university level. English has been taught 
for Elementary School students as a local content since 1994 based on the Minister of 
Education and Culture Decree No. 060/U/1993 dated February 25, 1993.  
 
However, in the current Curriculum 2013 English is excluded from the 
Elementary School Subjects, especially for the State Elementary Schools, so the English 
teachers found difficulty providing a textbook covering the student’s need. Besides, the 
textbooks used by English teachers are still lack speaking materials; in as much speaking 
is considered as a major skill to be mastered by students in terms of communication need. 
The teachers are required to teach and design materials well to facilitate the teaching and 
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learning process so that they can apply approaches, methods, media, and techniques of 
teaching-learning English appropriately. So, they are expected to use the materials to 
fulfill the learners’ needs appropriately. 
 
According to Haris (2011), one alternative learning resource that can be developed 
is an e-book (short for electronic books) or digital book. It is an electronic version of the 
book. If the book consists of a collection of paper that can contain text or pictures, then 
electronic books contain digital information that can also be in the form of text, pictures, 
sound, etc. Many textbooks have been modified and adapted to a digital format that can 
be accessed anywhere and anytime using the device electronically. 
 
Being in this pandemic covid-19, teaching and learning process by using 
electronic books or E-Book is easier. An E-Book is nothing new in the teaching-learning 
process; however, from results of the researcher’s survey and informal interview with 
English Elementary Teachers in Palangka Raya; SDN 11 Langkai, SDN 04 Menteng, 
SDN 07 Palangka, and SDN 04 Palangka, it was found that most of them still used English 
textbooks (printed book) to teach students and the textbook used was from 
authors/publishers outside Central Kalimantan, such as Quadra, Erlangga, etc., which 
provide less familiar contents for the students in Palangka Raya, Central Kalimantan. The 
E-Book elaborated with Palangka Raya’s local content may help the young learners 
understand the materials better since it is familiar. Based on the above background, the 
study aimed to find out the student needs to be able to develop an E-Book for teaching 




1. Need Analysis for Developing E-Book 
 
Definitions of Need Analysis vary based on some experts. According to Iwai et 
al. (1999), the term needs analysis generally refers to the activities involved in collecting 
information that will serve as the basis for developing a curriculum that will meet the 
needs of a particular group of students. Moreover, Richards (2002, p.51) stated that needs 
analysis is a procedure used to collect information about the learners’ needs. So, it can be 
concluded that Need analysis is a procedure used to collect information about learners' 
needs that will meet a particular group of students’ needs. 
 
Needs analysis is relatively new in language teaching circles. However, needs 
analysis has been conducted informally for years by teachers who wanted to assess what 
language points their students needed to learn. In this research, Need Analysis was done 
by gathering information to develop the E-Book of Speaking Skills to meet the learning 
needs. 
2. Speaking Skills 
 
Speaking is one of the four primary skills in second/foreign language teaching. 
There are some definitions of speaking proposed by some experts. Kayi (2006) defined 
Proceedings of the 4th INACELT                                            
(International Conference on English Language Teaching) 
ISSN: 2656-4432 (online) 
 
 
Institut Agama Islam Negeri (IAIN) Palangka Raya Indonesia, 21-22 October 2020 
http://e-proceedings.iain-palangkaraya.ac.id/index.php/inacelt   
Copyright © 2020 by INACELT 
 
204 
speaking as the process of building and sharing meaning through using verbal and non-
verbal symbols in a variety of contexts. Another definition is proposed by Harmer (2007: 
343); he defined speaking as an activity that happens when two people are engaged in 
talking to each other like speakers share their ideas, thoughts, or opinions during the 
speaking activity. Moreover, according to Brown (2001), speaking is an interactive 
process of constructing meaning that implicates producing, receiving, and processing 
information that involves some components of language (spelling, pronunciation, 
vocabulary, and punctuation). 
 
According to Nunan (2003, in Kayi, 2006), the main aim of teaching speaking is 
to prepare the learners to be able to: 
1. Produce English sounds and speech patterns 
2. Use words and sentence stress, intonation patterns, and the rhythm of the 
second/foreign language 
3. Select appropriate words and sentences according to the proper social setting, 
audience, situation, and the subject matter 
4. Organize their thoughts in a meaningful and logical sequence 
5. Use language as a means of expressing values and judgments 
6. Use the language quickly and confidently with few unnatural pauses, which is called 
fluency. 
 
In this research, some of the above aims were taken as the questions in the 
interview about student needs  
 
3. Young Learners  
 
The definitions of young learners vary from some experts. According to Scott and 
Ytreberg (1990, p.1), young learners are children from 5 to 10 years. In addition, Suyanto 
(2007) refers to young learners as children from the first year of formal school 6-12 years. 
According to Cameron (2005), a young learner is an elementary school between five and 
twelve years old. And according to Curtain and Dahlberg (2004), young learners are 
divided into four based on their age: 
1) Pre-school student (2-4 years) usually still at pre-school 
2) Primary student (5-7 years) usually still in kindergarten 
3) Intermediate students (8-10 years) formally at elementary school 
4) Early adolescent student ages 11-14 formally at Junior high school 
 
Based on those explanations, it can be concluded that young learners are learners 
who are two (2) to twelve (12) years old. 
 
The characteristics of young learners can be observed by teaching them. Cameron 
(2005:1) stated that children as learners are enthusiastic and lively but they easily lose 
their interest when they find difficult tasks. Meanwhile, Scott and Ytreberg (1990:1-4) 
divided the characteristics of children into two levels based on age: 
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• Level 1 (one) at age five (5) to seven (7) years old. Some characteristics of young 
learners at this stage are as follows: 
a. They can talk /tell you about what they are doing/heard 
b. They can plan activities 
c. They can argue for something and tell you why they think what they think  
d. They can use their vivid imaginations 
e. They can use a wide range of intonation pattern in their mother tongue 
f. They understand situations more quickly than they know the language used 
g. They use language skills long before they are aware of them 
h. They are enthusiastic and positive about learning 
• Level 2 (two) at the age of eight (8) to ten (10) years old. Some characteristics of young 
learners at this stage are: 
a. They can tell the difference between fact and fiction 
b. They ask questions all the time 
c. They can work with others and learns from others 
d. They are competent in using their mother tongue 
 
The above characteristics were included in the interview with the teachers as the 
respondents in this research. 
 
4. ADDIE Model 
 
ADDIE is an instructional systems design (ISD) designed to ensure the learners 
achieve the learning purposes’ goals and objectives. It also allows the evaluation of 
students’ needs and provides simple procedures to design and develop materials. Addie’s 
name is an acronym for the five phases: Analysis, Design, Development, Implementation, 
and Evaluation. Each phase in ADDIE model is related to and interacts with each other. 
 
According to Branch (2009, p. 2), creating products using an ADDIE process 
remains one of today’s most effective tools because ADDIE is merely a process that 
serves as a guiding framework for complex situations and appropriate for developing 
educational products and other learning resources. Moreover, Branch in his book entitled 
Instructional Design: The ADDIE Approach (2009), the model of ADDIE concept is 
shown as in Figure 1 below: 
 
 
Figure.1 ADDIE Model (Branch, 2009) 
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The first step of ADDIE model above, i.e., the analysis of student needs was 




This research was done to do the first step of the design of Research and 
Development (R&D) based on ADDIE (need analysis, design, development, 
implementation and evaluation) as proposed by Branch (2009) elaborated with local 
content in Palangka Raya. The ADDIE model was used in this research with the 
consideration that it was designed to ensure that the learners would achieve the goals and 
objectives of the learning purposes based on the curriculum and syllabus. It also allowed 
the evaluation of students’ needs and provided simple procedures to design and develop 
speaking materials.  
 
The instrument applied in this research was a guided interview. Curriculum and 
Syllabus of Elementary School were also used as the instrument to collect the secondary 
data. The interview sessions were done by phone and the researcher recorded them. The 
interview questions included the student needs of the speaking material to be developed 
based on the curriculum and syllabus of Elementary School. The respondents of this 
research were four (4) English teachers of elementary schools in Palangka Raya; they 
were SDN 11 Langkai, SDN 04 Menteng, SDN 07 Palangka, and SDN 04 Palangka. 
 
In the analysis phase, there are some steps that the researcher did as follows: 
• Identify a set of goals and objectives of the course based on the existing syllabus, 
lesson plan, and book materials used at the school 
• Collect information about student needs 
• Identifies the learning environment and learner's existing knowledge and skills 
• Identify and develop a clear understanding of learners’ needs 
 
Following Aldoobie (2015), analysis stage in ADDIE Model was the most 
important phase in this process. The researcher had to analyze four things; analyze the 
learners, develop an instructional analysis, create instructional goals, and analyze the 
learning objectives. That means the researcher had to be clear about the goals and where 
she wanted their learners to be. 
 
The data obtained from the result of the interview were analyzed and described 
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Table 1. The Types of Data Collected and the Instrument used 
Types of Data Instrument Content Respondent 
Student needs Interview Teachers and 
students need toward 
the material of 
speaking skills 
English teachers of 
SDN 11 Langkai, SDN 04 
Menteng, SDN 07 Palangka, and 






Lesson Plan English teachers of 
SDN 11 Langkai, SDN 04 
Menteng, SDN 07 Palangka, and 
SDN 04 Palangka 
 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
The interview sessions were done by phone and the researcher recorded them. The 
interview results showed that many aspects were parsed such as first; teachers’ way of 
teaching, problems faced by teachers, and the descriptions of textbooks used. Second; 
problems faced by students in learning speaking skills. The last is about teachers’ 
description of E-Book developed for teaching speaking skills based on students’ needs. 
 
1. Teachers’ way of teaching, problems faced by teachers, and the descriptions of 
textbooks used 
 
Based on interview results, most English teachers were not familiar with E-Book, 
so they still used textbooks (printed books) to teach the students. They assumed that most 
of the textbooks provided by them were easy because it includes pictures and full colors, 
but it was still not enough to fulfill the students’ needs in learning speaking skills. It still 
lacked conveying skill materials. Based on Nunan (2003) in Kayi (2006), students should 
get the words and sentences stressed correctly, intonation patterns, and rhythm used 
appropriately. The students could not be imitated well since the teachers did not have 
sufficient time to give them full examples. That is why an E-Book is needed to provide 
the students more to learn how to speak well. 
 
Also, the available textbooks did not provide local culture. In the books, there was 
no local value like Dayakese presented by the publisher because it published by Quadra, 
Erlangga, etc., were printed from authors/publishers outside Central Kalimantan, which 
provided less familiar content for the students in Palangka Raya. The teachers wished to 
have additional related materials and media in the teaching-learning process such as 
YouTube, video, sound, etc., that could be used as references for teachers in teaching 
them. 
 
The teachers have been teaching their students by using media and the students 
were happy. However, they got problems managing the classroom. It is better before 
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giving a lesson to the students; the teachers must know how to control or manage the 
classroom so that students would not lose their interest in learning. To do that, teachers 
should know students’ needs to design lesson plans and materials well. The other problem 
faced by teachers was that schools did not support the technology in all classes. They 
hoped that the schools could provide school facilities such as laptops, internet, projectors, 
speaker, etc. to facilitate the teaching and learning process. Besides, in this pandemic 
covid-19, when the teaching and learning process from home online, E-Book is more 
efficient to use. It was suggested that teachers start to give a lesson by using E-Book to 
make it easier for the teachers and the students.  
 
2. Problems faced by the students 
 
According to the English teachers, the contents of materials needed by students 
today must implement the K-13 curriculum; for example, the material begins with 
students’ daily life to encourage them in learning with something they know and familiar. 
According to Kusumawati (2017), speaking is an important skill and one of the keys to 
communicating with other people to share ideas and know the situation in this world. By 
mastering speaking, the student can share their though and give some vital information. 
 
The speaking materials should enable students to speak spoken language in their 
daily life. However, the students faced problems communicating in English because the 
materials they used in class so far were not relevant to their needs so they still could not 
express their ideas or opinions freely in English. Sometimes, when they wanted to say 
their ideas spontaneously, but they did not know how to do it, they used their body 
language and spoke with pauses. Students were expected to have their speaking fluent, 
good and acceptable, as Nunan (2003) suggested in Kayi (2006). However, students' 
needs were not fulfilled since the available textbooks only had a small part of speaking 
materials to improve students’ speaking ability. In addition to that, Mubar (2015) stated 
that materials development in creating English learning materials, especially speaking 
materials should be based on government rules and students’ needs. The materials should 
consider what students want to achieve better results. When the students’ needs are 
fulfilled by presented materials, the researcher believes the syllabus’s target of learning 
objective will achieve well. 
 
Besides, at the age of young learners, learning using textual books is not 
interesting for them. They tend to get bored quickly, and they will get enthusiastic if the 
teachers teach them using video, sound, song, etc. It stimulates their excitement and 
interest in learning. 
 
3. Teachers’ opinion towards E-Book to be developed for teaching speaking skill 
based on students’ need 
 
As stated in the result of the interview, the English teachers wanted to teach 
students using media to help stimulate students and make them feel motivated in learning 
English. Besides, they also wanted to find online materials that could be used as their 
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references in the teaching learning process so the students especially young learners did 
not easily feel bored when learning English. 
 
Although online or offline media is nothing new in the teaching learning process 
today, the teachers felt difficulty finding the materials related to the students’ need. 
Moreover, speaking skill is a major skill to be learned in communication need, so if there 
is a material that focuses on that skill it can help them practice better. 
 
As stated in the interview results, the English teachers expected that the E-Book 
to be developed reflects daily conversation that can be used by students outside the 
classroom. E-Book for teaching speaking skill elaborated with Palangka Raya local 
content will hopefully help students understand more about the lesson and practice well. 
Besides, according to the respondents, young learners need interactive activity; it is better 




This research aimed to find out the student needs to be able to develop an E-Book 
for teaching speaking skill for the fourth grade of elementary school students. The 
respondents were four English teachers of elementary schools in Palangka Raya; they 
were from SDN 11 Langkai, SDN 04 Menteng, SDN 07 Palangka, and SDN 04 Palangka. 
The instrument applied was a guided interview. The researcher interviewed them by using 
the phone and recorded the responses. The finding showed that the teachers had some 
problems in teaching-speaking skills such as lack of speaking materials, limited sources, 
and lack of students’ interests. The textbook’s speaking materials were still not enough 
to fulfill the students’ need in learning speaking skill that they need additional related 
materials. Also, the teachers should be able to recognize the student’s problems and create 
conducive atmosphere in the classroom to improve the students’ ability to speak English. 
Before doing that, they must know what the students need first. Moreover, the material 
used also should consider the target learning objectives in the syllabus to achieve well. 
To do that, the teachers are asked to organize the learning process well and more prepared 
with lesson plan. Besides, it suggests that teachers can manage or control the classroom 
better so that the teaching-learning process runs smoothly. In designing speaking 
activities, teachers teach how to speak English fluently and teach how to encourage the 
development of speaking strategies to know how to maintain the communication activity. 
So, they should consider some aspects of designing speaking activities that can cover 
speaking skills to make the students easier to learn. They are expected to apply the 
appropriate materials which will fulfill learners’ need quickly. E-Book of speaking skill 
elaborated with Palangka Raya local content might give students the best impact to learn 
English to improve their knowledge. Besides, it will also help them be aware of how their 
local cultures enrich their linguistic resources and social practices, thereby making their 
language learning more meaningful. These results of the interview become basic for the 
researcher to develop E-Book for teaching English speaking skills. 
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